
Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society - Appointment of new Music Director

Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society is a well established SATB choir, founded in 1836, with 
around 80 singers. The Society has not been able to meet in person since March 2020 but has con-
tinued some online activities. We hope and plan to meet as normal from September 2021.

We invite applications for the post Music Director. This follows the retirement of Stephen 
Dodsworth, our Music Director for 31 years. Stephen has achieved a high standard of singing and 
inspired a high level of commitment from singers. The pandemic makes this a natural break point, 
and we are seeking a new Music Director who will help re-energise the choir on our return.

About the Choir
The Choir meets for rehearsals on Monday evenings from September through to March with addi-
tional rehearsals on the Thursday and Saturday before each concert.

We perform three main concerts each year in November, December and March. For most of these 
concerts, the Society employs professional soloists and a professional orchestra, who also take part 
in the final Saturday rehearsal before each concert. 

Our repertoire is chosen mainly from the major choral works from the C18th to the present, includ-
ing some commissioned pieces. We are keen to expand our repertoire further. 

As members of Stratford Choral Society we love singing together, we enjoy the challenge of learn-
ing music and we do our best to give an excellent performance for our audience.

Music Director's Responsibilities
• Provide musical leadership to the Society
• Train the choir, improve vocal skills and deliver high quality concert performances
• Plan and lead choir rehearsals
• Conduct the choir, soloists and orchestra at concerts. This includes conducting some non-

choral pieces
• Audition singers
• Help plan future concerts as part of the Music Sub Committee
• Present a report on the year's musical activities at the AGM in June each year

The MD is invited to attend meetings of the Management Committee in a non-voting capacity.

A full job description can be downloaded from the choir’s website or can be emailed on request. 
The website also has details of recent concerts - visit www.stratfordchoral.org.uk

Remuneration
The Music Director will be paid an annual fee to include the duties described.  

How to apply
Please apply by email or letter to the Chairman, Mike Barrie, by 31st May 2021. Please include 
your CV and two references. We plan to interview candidates in June and to audition three shortlist-
ed candidates in July. For the auditions, candidates will be asked to conduct a short rehearsal with 
the choir and with our regular accompanist. We hope the successful candidate will start at our first 
rehearsal of the 2021/22 season on 6th September 2021.

Address for applications:

mikebarrie@gmail.com Mike Barrie, 
Chairman, Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society,
24 Redwing Close, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9EX

mailto:mikebarrie@gmail.com
http://www.stratfordchoral.org.uk/
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